Obstetric disorders in the ICU.
Obstetric disorders account for 55% to 80% of admissions to the intensive care unit in the obstetric population. Medical conditions are emerging as the leading cause of maternal mortality, partly because of marked improvement in surgical and obstetric care in the developed world. The rise in maternal mortality related to medical conditions can be explained by multiple factors: improved medical care, women with chronic illnesses reaching childbearing years, older age at time of first pregnancy, improved reproductive technologies, and severe medical conditions exacerbated by the physiologic changes of pregnancy. This article reviews obstetric disorders leading to intensive care unit admissions.